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down at the club. Wean all be proud tdnave two N&éonal Champions at the clubSteven
Curtis won theHonda RYA Youth RIB Challenge National Chasippat tre Southampton

Boat Show and Steph Whiteside is the SigieNational Champion Crew. The Youth
TrophyWeekendwas agreat success and the Cambs Youth League had its largest turn out
with 42 boats racing at Paxton. The Morning and Autumn series have coaddse with a
windy weekendproviding much entertainment and work for the rescue cremn excellent
number of p@ple have beencompeting in the series racalroughout the whole year

Over the year w have had 80aces making up the differerseries this year compared to 68

in 2007 andhe average turnout for last yeavas6 boatsand this year its 11 The Layingp
Supper is coming soon on28lovember full details are later on.

Dates for your Diary

26" Octoberc 1% weekend of the Frosthite Series (remember the clocks change)
1% Novemberc Launch of the Honda Rib won by Steven Curtis

29" Novemberc Laying USupper

26" December Boxing Day Race

11" Januaryg AGM

Working Parties will be on 1& 25" January and 8 February.

Laying Up Supper

29" b2 3SYOSNI sAff 0SS GKS [FeAy"™
celebrate the season and let our hair down with somusic and
dancing. This year sees some changes. The night will be at Pi
Village Hall. Dinner will be a fish and chip supper followed by sc
fantastic deserts. We will have our prize giving and there will t
Salsa Dancing this year to entertais into the night The night is
about having fun and all are welcome. Tickets will be on sale shc
at £10 for Adults, £5 for junior@under 16) There is also a family
ticket for £25.00 covering 2 adults and 2 juniors.
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Please contact Cate to orde your tickets at
layingupsupper2008 @paxtonlakes.org.uk
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Honda Rib Challenge

Well dore to Steven Curtis whavon the final of the RYA Honda Youth Rib Challenge!!!

t P EG2Y [ 1 S& 11{ykak Dld Btave
Curtis has powered his way to the top of the you
power boating field after being crowned 200
Honda RYA Youth RIB Challenge National Cha
at the Championship final held at the P§
Southampton Boat Shaw

Steven's victory followed aummer of fierce and
highly competitive regional finals held all over t
country and abroad. Fifteen young powerbo{
drivers from around the country gathered
Southampton for a national final that proved to b
a real nail biter. Steven had to overcorigallenges
from fifteen other kids in the 42 age group to
clinch the coveted title. The three other finalist

finished within just eight seconds of Steven's time
to create a very close finish.

Perhaps following in the footsteps of his
name sake Britistpowerboat racing world
champion Steve Curtis MBE, Steven
completed the course in a winning time of
Iminute 13.60 seconds. The course involved
skilfully manoeuvring his way round a tricky
and testing coursevhich included a slalom
run, 360reverse around duoy and a man
overboard test. Steven, who is younger
brother to previous Honda RYA Youth RIB
champion Katrina Curtis, said of his win: It
feels fantastic to have won. Half of me thought | would win and the other half thought |
really wouldn't. This ighe third year I've competed in the event so I'm really pleased to
have finally clinched the title.

| did some extra tidal race practice which | think really helped me do well this year. Will
definitely be back next year to defend my title and maybé¢hia future | will go on to race
powerboats as a job.

Steven, representing Paxton Lakes Sailing Club as well as the Eastern region at the final, goes
home with a fantastic prize, winning a brand new powerboat for his club. The powerboat is

a 4.8 metre Rib@aft RIB with Honda BF50 Outboard, on an Indespension trailer with an lcom
505 VHF radio. Steven also won a selection of other goodies thanks to the event sponsors
which included: a Sea Lite remote control sail boat courtesy of Honda, Henri Lloyd clothing
thanks to Indespension, £100 from Ribcraft and an Ipod each from ICOM, as well as their
much deserved winner's trophies.
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Steve Morrison, Sales Director for Honda Marine UK, who presented the awards said: The
standard of competition out on the water todayak been incredible, the highest ever and
each and every competitor should be extremely proud of their achievements.

The championship is a great way for kids to get in to boating in a fun and safe environment,
both of which are important values of Honda.

Richard Langford, Chairman of the RYA thanked the unsung heroes including the clubs,
training centres and the competitors parents, who drive them all over the country to take
part in these events.

Now in its seventh year the Honda RYA Youth RIB challelhg®sayoungsters to
demonstrate their skills as expert boat handlers and improve their skills in a safe
environment. To ensure safety at all times each youngster was accompanied in the RIB by
an adult powerboat instructor.

Also recognition must be givem tSteve West who has worked hard with the juniors for
many years to get them to winning standard. This of course being the second time Steve
West has trained a junior member of Paxton Lakes to victory in the Honda RYA Youth Rib
Challenge.

New Rib Launch*iNovember

The new boat arrives of the®INovember. There will be a bit of a party with a light lunch
laid on. The boat is due to arrive at lunchtime for the official launch in front of the press
prior to trying it out on the lake. Please come downctdebrate Steve@ & + AGhécR NE
the website for updates on the activities and plan for the day.

Youth Trophy30™ / 31%" August

Victoria Carrington reports on the youth trophy where 14 of Paxton Lakes younger
members had a weekend of coaching and ragifor the PLSC Youth Trophy.

On the 30th and 31st August 14 sailo,
competed for the Youth Trophy. We ha
perfect conditions, 8.0 knots of wind
and 26 degrees but a lack of sunshi
Split into 2 groups, more advance
racers and beginners, wed race
training during the morning. People
who had never done any racing learne_ &
how to start, the starting sequence ant
basic rules. Those whwad done more —
racing worked on improving thei:_t-:g
speed. )

After a break for lunch we had two races. The first race was o beginner, Callum
Turner (very well done), followed by Hannah Whitesitlethe second race Hannah moved
up to first with Jonathon Leeding coming second.
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We then had another short break, a
change of course and two more races
with sun this time! Aga in this race
Hannah came first with Jonathon close
behind but of the beginners Callum
Turner and Sarah Bray did very weh.
the fourth and final race the first two
places were same again but out of the
new racers Bonnie Usher had a very
good racemoving up from 9' in the
previous race to 8in this one.

All the sailors arrived on the second de
to a dull and misty Sunday with
complete lack of wind. A brief discussic
on rules occupied our wait for wind ant
after a delayed start we competed ir
our (slow) %' race.

In this race Alice Parker came first witf=
Katrina Curtis close behind. Be
Sharpe, of the beginners, did very we
and came % On a very short course wg
managed 2 laps in the best part of a
hour so we stopped for lundin the hopethat the conditionswvould improve.

We had hoped in vain because there
was, if anything, even less wind than
before. Neveithe-less we sailed
anyway and Katrina came first and
Alice second. Camille Redman did well
and came third.With a tad more wind
we went out for the final race of the
weekend. Some people managed 4
whole laps and n@ne had to be
towed back in at the end!!ll Katrina
came first with me and Alice just after.
Of the beginners, William Russell did
very well in fourth.

We had four categries of age and ability for the presentation of medals. The first was for
those who had started racing this year. Bonnie Usher won silver and with a couple of very
good races Beth Sharpeok the gold.
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In the 11 and under category Sarah Brav
won the bronze and Camille Redma
Silver. William Russell took gold.

In the 13 and under group Callum Turn
won gold and Hannah Whiteside we
close behind with silver and Beth Shar
had the bronze medal.

In the 14 + category Katrina Curtis wc 4
the gold medd Alice Parker won silve
and | took the Bronze.

Finally, over all Callum Turner ca
fourth, | won the bronze medal, Alicés

Parker took silver. Very well done to Katrina Curtis who won the gold medal and the youth
trophy!!!

Overall Results

| Rank | Fleet [ Class ' Hem | PY | Total | Nett |
1st Youth LASER RADIAL Katrina Curtis 1101 | 19.0 | 14.0
2nd Youth TOPPER Alice Parker 1290 | 25.0 | 18.0
3rd Youth TOPPER Tori Carrington 1290 | 38.0 | 29.0
4th 13 and under RS TERA SPORT | Callum Turner 1470 | 42.0 | 31.0
5th 13 and under RS TERA PRO Hannah Whiteside | 1390 | 50.0 | 35.0
6th 11 and under OPTIMIST William Russell 1646 | 46.0 | 37.0
7th Youth LASER RADIAL Jonny Leeding 1101 | 55.0 | 40.0
8th 11 and under RS TERA SPORT | Camile Redman 1470 | 61.0 | 47.0
9th 11 and under RS TERA SPORT | Sarah Bray 1470 | 60.0 | 48.0
10th | started sailing 2008 | TOPPER Beth Sharpe 1290 | 69.0 | 55.0
11th | started sailing 2008 | TOPPER Bonnie Usher 1290 | 72.0 | 59.0
12th | Youth TOPPER Rose Parker 1290 | 76.0 | 62.0
13th | 11 and under RS TERA SPORT | Fraser Turner 1470 | 81.0 | 66.0
14th | 11 and under TOPPER Lewis Redman 1290 | 82.0 | 68.0

Harry West

Several years ago, Paxton Lakes was facing the same problems as many small sailing clubs
across the country; falling membership, fewer regular sailors and a precarious financial
position. Today, thepicture could hardly be more different; rising membership, a much
more active club with many new faces, a strong group of juniors and a healthy bank balance.
Much of the credit for this turnaround must go to one man: Harry West.

Harry spotted the oppdunity to set up Paxton Lakes as a
training school aimed particularly at juniors and persuaded
the Committee to try running courses as an experiment for
1 year. Some experiment!!

Now, Paxton Lakes is an official RYA Recognised Training
Establishment (RH) and, over the years, many hundreds

of people have signed up for courses. Some have gone on
to become Club members and are the basis for our
increasingly strong junior section and the greater numbers
of people who patrticipate in club races or free isgjlon

— s
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Sundays.

Harry used his contacts with the Scout movement and also linked up with the Hunts District
Council (who were looking to offer sailing as part of their programme of activities for
children in school holidays) to broaden the demand fornirag at Paxton. The Club even
learned how to advertise so that we now get applications from places as far away as Essex
and North London.
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reassure many beginners and has always willing to spend time talking with parents who

were often more nervous than their children. Harry also took promising juniors under his

wing and helped them to become instructors so that they can teach the next generation of
beginners.

All good things come to an end and Harry has decided that this is his last season of running

the organised courses. From next season, Sam And@&swmmn will take over the running

of the RTE courses. However, Harry is not hanging up his buoyancy aid justHgewill

continue to teach individuals on a 1:1 basis so that even more people will be able to say that
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Solo andKestrel trophy raceg report by Pat Overs
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themselves. Naturally everpe wanted to find a spare Solo (biased? me?) but in the end we

had a good selection of both and even had Solo regular Mike Overs in a Kestrel crewing for
Jonathan Leeding. The Solo fleet comprised yours truly, John Stanness, Andy Anderson,
Steve WhitesideSteve Leeding and Alan Willcocks whilst in Kestrels were Gareth Russell,
crewed by William, Jonathan Leeding, crewed by Mike Overs, Richard Conway, crewed by
Mark Robson and Paul Carrington crewed by Tori. We were also joined by Phil Cave with
Rebecca im GP14.

The wind was pretty light although it did pick up from time to time, so by comparison with
my past few weeks sailing, at Ferry Meadows and Fishers Green in a SigneT, this looked
positively exciting and | was relishing th
chance to defend my Soldtle. Not
everyone was so enthusiastic of cours
given the light airs. Andy forgot his boot
and jumped in his car, as had John Pr
a few minutes before. Andy did actuall
intend to return but tragically neglected
to inform the race officer so when the
time reached 11:10 and they decided i
was time to get underway, Andy was sti
nowhere to be seen.

Race one got underway and a crowde
start saw Jonathan Leeding pushed ov
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